
 

 
 
 
 
 

SWIMMING AND SPA POOL WATER 
TESTING COURSE SYLLABUS 
 
SYLLABUS AND ASSESSMENT   v4 28.07.19 
 
Testing and controlling pool water chemistry 
 
The following syllabus can be delivered by a PWTAG approved training 
organization as part of the SPTO syllabus or it can be delivered as a standalone 
unit by a PWTAG approved training organisation. 
 

a. Comparator and photometer – how to use them  
b. How to sample and test for: 

• free chlorine/total  bromine 
• combined chlorine 
• pH 
• Total bromine 

c. Chlorine disinfection: 
• testing frequency 
• disinfectant residual tests – PWTAG Code and 

standards 
• understanding effects of free chlorine on chloramines 
• interpreting test results 
• acting on chlorine residual results 
• monitoring  

d. pH value – measuring and checking: 
• alkaline disinfectants – effect on pH 
• acidic disinfectants effects on pH  

e. Alkalinity – measuring and control 
f. Hardness –measuring and control 
g. Dissolved solids – measuring and control 
h. Sulphates – measuring and control 
i. Documentation and record keeping and storing test results 
j. Bromides: 

• measuring and control 
• interpreting results 

k. Documentation 
 

Assessment 
When delivered as a standalone water testing course assessment 
shall take the form of a practical test for Free Chlorine, Total 
Chlorine, pH, alkalinity and calcium hardness, total dissolved solids. 
And, continual assessment by question and answer on sufficient of 



the syllabus content to show the necessary understanding and 
theoretical ability to underpin competence.  
 
The approved training organisation assumes responsibility for 
determining successful completion of the course 
 

 


